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M. PHIL RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 

 

SCHEME OF COURSE 
 

SEMESTER–I 
 

GNL–801 :  RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

GNL–802 : APPROACHES TO THE STUDY OF RELIGION 

 

GNL–803 : SIKH HISTORY, RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY AND LITERATURE  

 

OR 

 

GNL–804 : STUDIES IN WORLD RELIGIONS 

 
 

SEMESTER–II 
 
 
DISSERTATION 
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M. PHIL RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 

 

SEMESTER–I 
 

GNL–801: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
4 Credits 

 
Mid Semester Examination: 20% weightage 
End Semester Examination: 80% weightage 
 
Instructions for the Paper Setters:- 
 
Eight questions of equal marks (Specified in the syllabus) are to be set, two in each of the four 

Sections (A-D). Questions may be subdivided into parts (not exceeding four). Candidates are 

required to attempt five questions, selecting at least one question from each Section. The fifth 

question may be attempted from any Section. 

 
SECTION–A 

 
Introduction to Research Methodology in Religious Studies 
1. Selection of Topic and Preparation of Synopsis 
2. Data Collection, Presentation, Analysis and Bibliography 
 

SECTION–B 
 

Computer Application 
1. Use of Computer in Data Collection: Introduction 
2. Introduction of Search Engines for research in Gurbani 
 

SECTION–C 
 

Review of Literature 
1. Singh Sabha Literature 
2. Research on Sikh Religion in Punjab’s Universities 
 

SECTION–D 
 

Manusripts Editing and field work 
1. Manuscripts: Importance and Problems 
2. Interview, Questionnaire and Report Writing 
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Suggested Readings:- 
 
English Books:- 
1. Ahuja, R., Research Methods, Rawat Publications, Jaipur, 2001. 
2. Anderson, Jonathan & Others, Thesis and Assignment Writing, Wiley Easter Pvt. Ltd. New 

Delhi, 1971. 
3. Kothari, C.R., Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques, Whiley Eastern Ltd., New 

Delhi, 1986. 
4. Sandhu,A.N.,  Research Methods in Social Sciences,  Himalaya Publications, Bombay,1983. 
5. Young,P.V. , Scientific  Social Surveys and Research, edited by Pauline V. Young and 

Calvin F. Schimkd, 4th ed. Prentic Hall , New Delhi,1975.      
 

Punjabi Books:- 
1. ;s/Ado, gKv{fbgh ftfrnkB (fjzdh), oki;EkB fjzdh rqzE nekvwh, i?g[o, 1978H 

2. e/;o, e/;o f;x, ;kfjs y'i ns/ ;kfjs nkb'uBk, oxpho ouBk gqek;aB, uzvhrVQ, 1984H 
3. y'i gfsqek, jZE fbys, ftP/P nze, 1994H 
4. Xow f;zx, gzikph y'i ;zdoG, oth ;kfjs gqekPB, nzfwqs;o, 2015H 
5. ^^^^^, y'i dk fJfsjk;, gzikph ;kfjs nekdwh, fdZbh. 
6. gofwzdo f;zx, f;zx ;Gk bfjo dh gzikph ;kfjs B{z d/D, bkj"o p[e Pkg, b[fXnkDk, 1987H 
7. gzikph d[Bhnk, d;zpo 1978, i{B 1987H 
8. fgnko f;zx (vkH), y'i ftXhL f;XKs s/ fttjko, gzikph :{Bhtof;Nh, gfNnkbk, 1987H 
9. ftfdnkoEh,d/ftzdo f;zx, gzikph ftu y'i L ;zGktBk s/ ;/X, oth ;kfjs gqek;aB, nzfwqs;o, 

1979H 
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SEMESTER–I 
 

GNL–802: APPROACHES TO THE STUDY OF RELIGION 
          4 Credits 

Mid Semester Examination: 20% weightage 
End Semester Examination: 80% weightage 
 
Instructions for the Paper Setters:- 
 
Eight questions of equal marks (Specified in the syllabus) are to be set, two in each of the four 

Sections (A-D). Questions may be subdivided into parts (not exceeding four). Candidates are 

required to attempt five questions, selecting at least one question from each Section. The fifth 

question may be attempted from any Section. 

                                                                                                                                 
SECTION–A 

 
Historical Approach 
 
1. Historical Approach to the Study of Religion 
2. Rattan Singh Bhangu's Approach to Sikh History 
      

SECTION–B 
 

Sociological Approach 
 
1. Sociological Approach to the Study of Religion 
2. Emile Durkheim's Approach to Religion 
 

SECTION–C 
 

Marxist and Max Weber Approach 
 
1. Marixt Approach to Religion  
2. Max Weber Approach to religion     
 

SECTION–D 
 

Philosophical Approach 
 
1. Philosophical Approach to the Study of Religion  
2. Existentialist Approach of Sartre and Psychological Approach of Sigmund Freud 
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Suggested Readings:- 
 
English Books:- 
 
1. Arnold, J. Toynbee, An Historian's Approach to Religion, Oxford Uni. Press, London, 1954. 

2. Bloss, Lowell W., Theories of Religion, Punjabi University, Patiala, 1978. 

3. Clark, W.H., The Psychology of Religion, The McMillan Co., New York, 1971.  

4. Freud, S. The Origin of Religion, Penguin Books, Middlesex, England, 1985, Vol. 13. 

5. Harbans Singh (Ed.), Approaches to the Study of Religion, Punjabi University, Patiala, 1978. 

6. Kees, W. De Vries Jan, The Study of Religion: A Historical Perspective, Harcourt, Brace 

and World INC.U.S.A. 1967. 

7. Malvin, Fade, Marx's Interpretation of History, Oxford University, Press, U.S.A. 1979. 

8. Robertson, Roland, The Sociological Interpretation of Religion, Basil Blackwell, Oxford, 1970. 

 
Punjabi Books:- 
 
1. e[btzs f;zx, f;rwzv cokfJv L ihtB s/ ouBk, oth ;kfjs gqekPB, nzfwqs;o. 

2. r[oPoBihs f;zx, r[o{ BkBe pkDh dk ;wki^Pk;soh gfog/y, f;zx pqdoI, nzfwqs;o, 2007H 

3. iZi, gowihs f;zx, w?e; t?po L ihtB s/ ouBk, oth ;kfjs gqekPB, 2013H 

4. gqhsw f;zx, f;Zy |b;c/ dh o{g o/yk, r[o{ BkBe d/t :{Bhtof;Nh, nzfwqs;o, 2005H 

5. wkoe;tkd ftP/P nze, r[owfs gqekP, ;szpo, 2002H 
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SEMESTER–I 
GNL–803: SIKH HISTORY, RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY AND LITERATURE 

 
          4 Credits 

 
Mid Semester Examination: 20% weightage 
End Semester Examination: 80% weightage 
 
Instructions for the Paper Setters:- 
 
Eight questions of equal marks (Specified in the syllabus) are to be set, two in each of the four 

Sections (A-D). Questions may be subdivided into parts (not exceeding four). Candidates are 

required to attempt five questions, selecting at least one question from each Section. The fifth 

question may be attempted from any Section. 

 
SECTION–A 

 
Sikh History (1469-1708 A.D.) 
1. Origin and Development of Sikh Religion: Guru Nanak Dev to Guru Tegh Bahadur 
2. Guru Gobind Singh: Life and Mission 
 
 

SECTION–B 
Sikh Philosophy 
1. Sikh Philosophy: God, Man, World and Sikh Ethics 
2. Sikh Institutions: Langar, Sangat, Dharamsala, Gurmata  
 

SECTION–C 
 

Sikh Literature  
1. Guru Granth Sahib: Compilation and Editing 
2. Dasam Granth: Authorship and Contents 
 

SECTION–D 
 

Sikh Literature II 
1.  Janamsakhi Literature 
2. Gurbilas Literature  
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Suggested Readings:- 
 
English Books:- 
 
1. Hans, S.S, Reconstruction of Sikh History from Sikh Literature, APS Publishers, Jalandhar, 1989. 

2. Kharak Singh, The History of the Sikhs and Religion, S.G.P.C., Amritsar 

3. Santokh Singh, Philosophical Foundations of the Sikh Value System, Munshi Ram Manohar 

Lal, New Delhi, 1982. 

 
Punjabi Books:- 
 
1. f;Zy ofjs wo:kdk, ;ao'wDh r[od[nkok gqpzXe ew/Nh, nfwqs;o . 

2. frZb,gqhsw f;zx, ;aqh r[o{ r'fpzd f;zxL fJe dko;afBe nfXn?B, fBT{ p[e ezgBh, ibzXo, 1967H 

3. iZrh, osB f;zx, d;w rqzE dk eqfsst, gzikph ;kfjs ;Gk, BthA fdbh, 1966H 

4. iZrh, r[o;aoB e"o, r[o{ noiB d/tL ihtB s/ ouBk, gzikph :{Bhtof;Nh, gfNnkbk, 1988H 

5. i'X f;zx (vkH), ‘G{fwek’ d;w rqzE ek fjzdh nB[tkd, GtB pkBh gqek;aBrzvk f;zx, fgqzH s/ik f;zx, 

f;Zy fJfsjk;, gzikph :{Bhtof;Nh, gfNnkbk. 

6. fYZb'A, i;ftzdo e"o (vkH), r[o{ BkBe dh ehws whwK;k, r[o{ BkBe d/t :{Bhtof;Nh,nfwqs;o 

7. skoB f;zx, r[o{ nzrd : ihtB s/ ouBk, gzikph :{Bhtof;Nh, gfNnkbk. 

8. dhg,dbhg f;zx, r[o{ nwodk;, gzikph :{Bhtof;Nh, gfNnkbk 1980H 

9. dhtkB f;zx s/ ;fszdo f;zx, r[o{ s/r pjkdoL fuzsB, ebk s/ pkDh, r[o{ BkBe d/t :{Bhtof;Nh, 

nzfwqs;o, 1976H 

10. gdw, fgnkok f;zx, d;w rzqE do;aB, ;odko ;kfjs GtB, gfNnkbk, 1968H 

11. GkNhnk, Bfozdo e"o (vkH), ns/ i;ftzdo e"o fYZb'A (vkH) gqw[Zy f;Zy ;z;EktK, r[o{ BkBe d/t 

:{Bhtof;Nh, nzfwqs;o. 
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SEMESTER–I 
 

GNL–804: STUDIES IN WORLD RELIGIONS 
4 Credits 

Mid Semester Examination: 20% weightage 
End Semester Examination: 80% weightage 
 
Instructions for the Paper Setters:- 
 
Eight questions of equal marks (Specified in the syllabus) are to be set, two in each of the four 

Sections (A-D). Questions may be subdivided into parts (not exceeding four). Candidates are 

required to attempt five questions, selecting at least one question from each Section. The fifth 

question may be attempted from any Section. 

 
SECTION–A 

 
Judaism and Christianity 
 
1. Judaism and Christianity: Origin and Development 
2. Bible: An Introduction, Advent of Christ and Early Church 
 

SECTION–B 
 

Islam and Sufism 
 
1. Prophet Muhammad: Life and Mission 
2. Beliefs and Practices of Islam, Sufism: Basic Tenets 

 
SECTION–C 

 
Hinduism and Bhakti Movement 
 
1. Hinduism: Origin and Development 
2.  Four Veds: An Introduction  

SECTION–D 
 

Bhakti Movement and Renaissance Period 
 
1. Bhakti Movement: An Introduction   
2. Modern Renaissance Period: An Introduction 
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Suggested Readings:- 
 
English Books:- 
 
1. Ali, Ameer The Spirit of Islam, Idarah-i-Adabiyat, Delhi, 1978. 

2. Arberry, A.J., The Doctrine of the Sufis, University Press London, Cambridge, 1935. 

3. Boer, T.J.D.E., The History of Philosophy of Islam, (Tr. E. James), London, 1933. 

4. Bornkamm, Gunther, Jesus of Nezareth, Hoddr & Stonghton, London, 1969. 

5. Chadwick,Henry, The Early Church, Penguin Books, London, 1967. 

6. Chatterji, S. and Dutta, An Introduction to Indian Philosophy, University of Calcutta, 

Calcutta. 1984. 

7. Christianity, Panjabi University, Patiala, 1969. 

8. D.B.J., Campbell, The Old Testament for Modern Readers, John Murray, London, 1972. 

9. Hitti, P.K., History of the Arabs, The Macmillan Press, New York, 1968.  

10. R., Nicholson, Studies in Islamic Mysticism, London, 1982. 

11. Reynolds, Stephen, The Christian Religious Tradition, Wadsworth Publisher, Belmont, 1977. 

12. Shariff, M.M., History of Muslim Philosophy, Vols. I & II, D.K. Publishers, New Delhi, 1961.  

13. Silver, David Jeremy, Bernerd Martin, A History of Judaism, Vol. I, Basic Books, New York, 1963.  

 
Punjabi Books:- 
 
1. frnkBh, gqskg f;zx, ;z;ko dk Xkofwe fJfsjk;, f;zx pqdoI, nzfwqs;o, 2014H 

2. r[btzs f;zx, fJ;bkw s/ ;{chtkd, gzikph :{Bhtof;Nh, gfNnkbk. 

3. fBokekoh, nkoHvhH, Gkosh doPB, gpbhe/PB fpT{o', gzikph :{Bhtof;Nh, gfNnkbk, 1994H 

4. GZNh, eosko uzd,fJ;kJh wsL fJe ikD gSkD, gzikph :{Bhtof;Nh,gfNnkbk, 1997H 


